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Around the World by Matt Phelan; illustrated by Matt Phelan
Candlewick, 2011. ISBN 9780763636197. 235 pp.

The popularity of Jules
Verne’s Around the World
in Eighty Days, inspired
many real-life adventurers
to take the same journey in
their own way. In 1884,
Thomas Stevens, a miner,
left his profession and took
up bicycling, successfully
bicycling across the United
States and then the world.
In 1889, Nellie Bly, a
young reporter, decided to
travel around the world
seventy-four days. Because
she was a girl, no one believed she could do it, but
she proved everyone
wrong. And, in 1895,
Joshua Slocum, a retired
sea captain journeyed
around world in a small

sailboat. His motive is unknown, but he became the
first recorded person to sail
around the world alone.
Matt Phelan tells these
three historic stories
through pictures and words
in this graphic novel. Using the photographs of the
actual people, Phelan illustrates Thomas, Nellie, and
Joshua as they truly appeared. The graphics are
done in pencil, ink,
gouache, and watercolor,
making the pictures easy to
read and effectively conveying the story visually.
The stories themselves are
readable and are definitely
enhanced with the illustra-

tions. Joshua Slocum’s
journey was a little difficult to understand, but this
was probably due to the
man and not Phelan’s storytelling ability. This book
would good for reluctant
readers because not only is
it easy to read, but it’s also
are excitingly true. The
story could also be read to
young children; however,
because of the length it
would be good to read it in
parts.
Reviewer: Diana Harter
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Informative; Graphic
Novel

Beyonders: Seeds of Rebellion by Brandon Mull
Aladdin, 2012. ISBN 9781442434899. 512 pp.

Jason must return to Lyrian. Once Jason is transported back to Lyrian
through the hippo tank at
the zoo, he becomes a
hunted man. On his way to
tell Galloran that the Word
is a diversion, Jason enlists
Aram, a half-giant, and
Ferrin as protectors. Meanwhile, Rachel discovers
she has a rare gift for
Edomic magic. Jason and
Rachel are reunited with
Galloran, and a quest begins to gather forces to
oppose Maldor. The Amar
Kabal agrees to oppose
Maldor only if the oracle at
the Temple of Mianamon
can see a successful future.
After several treacherous

journeys, the delegation
meets with the oracle. The
oracle predicts a slim
chance of success, but
Maldor must be defeated at
all costs.
Mull’s second book in the
Beyonders’ trilogy is a nail
-biting journey that will
leave readers impressed by
Mull’s attention to detail
and his control of all his
characters. At several
points in the story, the rebel group includes nine or
more people. But Mull
seems to effortlessly create
well-rounded, deep, and
unforgettable characters.
Mull’s amount of thought
and background to the

world of Lyrian mirrors J.
R. R. Tolkien’s creation of
Middle-earth in The Lord
of the Rings series. Any
fan of Tolkien’s series,
will definitely enjoy this
modern twist of an epic
story. The final book in the
Beyonders’ trilogy, Chasing the Prophecy, will be
released in spring 2013.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Intermediate;
Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Fantasy Fiction
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Catching Fire by Susan Collins
Scholastic, 2009. ISBN 9780439023498. 391 pp.

The Capitol is never satisfied when it comes to its
victims. In a bid to appease
President Snow, the leader
in the Capitol, and to show
that they meant no rebellion in their survival of the
last Hunger Games, Katniss and Peeta continue
their media-publicized
romance through their post
-Games Victory Tour.
When District uprisings
happen anyway, they are
once again doomed to the
arena for the Quarter Quell
Hunger Games with other
surviving Victors. The
Games do not last long,
and through the alliance
and sacrifice of the other
rebels against the Capitol,
Katniss is rescued from the

Games to become the symbol of the rebellion, involuntarily leaving Peeta behind to the malevolent
clutches of President Snow.
Collins continues the critically-acclaimed Hunger
Games trilogy with this
second installment of the
life of Katniss Everdeen,
the “Girl Who Was On
Fire.” This novel shares its
predecessor’s predilection
for confusing the reader
due to oversimplification,
especially in the action
scenes involving the somewhat scientifically unbelievable obstacles in the
arena. Also, there are some
character inconsistencies,

especially regarding
Peeta’s behavior. However, the author does deftly
and realistically develop
Katniss’s growing perspective, individual relationships, and the politics of
Panem, further continuing
to keep readers enthralled,
connected, and famished
for more Hunger Games.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading Level: Intermediate;
Young Adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Fiction; Adventure
Stories; Science Fiction

Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos
Farrar Straus Giroux, 2011. ISBN 9780374379933, 341 pp.

Twelve-year-old Jack Gantos has big plans for his
summer vacation until he
is grounded because of a
feud between his parents,
so he resigns himself to a
summer of reading history
books and digging a bomb
shelter for his dad. His
only freedom away from
the house is to help his
elderly neighbor, Miss
Volker. Miss Volker has
arthritis in her hands and
has an unusual task for
Jack—writing and typing
the obituaries for the town
newspaper. Any time Jack
gets nervous, scared, or
excited, his nose bleeds,
which is quite often. The
two makes quite the team;
Jack driving Miss Volker
around town, and Miss

Volker assisting Jack with
his nose bleeding problem.
As the summer continues,
Jack and Miss Volker are
kept busy when the older
ladies in town start dying
off faster than expected.
Jack wonders if there is a
curse on the town.
Jack Gantos may have
written Dead End in
Norvelt as a sort of autobiography about his own
childhood in Norvelt,
Pennsylvania, a small town
where not a lot happens
until you start to look for
it. Gantos has captured the
simple basic lifestyle of a
small 1960s town, along
with entertaining images of
nose bleeds, arthritis
hands, and dead people.

The characters in the book
are colorful in their own
way; the likeable, partly
nerdy Jack; the endearing
Miss Volker; the prankster
Bunny, the daughter of the
town’s mortician; and the
town busybody Mr. Spizz.
The humor in this book
comes at the right moments to keep the reader
laughing at the antics of
the young Jack. This book
is a great coming-of-age
fun yarn for intermediate
boys who like history.
Reviewer: Pat Frade
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Historical Fiction
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Deadly by Julie Chibbaro
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2011. ISBN 9780689857386. 293 pp.

In New York City in 1906
many people were falling
ill and dying of typhoid
fever. Sixteen-year-old
Prudence Galewski decided to leave school and
find a job to support her
mother and herself. She
gains employment with the
Department of Health and
Sanitation, where she is an
assistant to Mr. Soper, the
sanitation engineer. Mr.
Soper is trying to determine how typhoid is
spread, and as Prudence
types up Mr. Soper’s notes
it is concluded that many
cases had one common
element—a cook. The department tracks down the
cook, Mary Mallon, and

declares her a healthy carrier of this type of typhoid
fever known as Typhoid
Mary. As Prudence works
with Mr. Soper, she discovers a sense of purpose
and a desire to learn more
about medicine.
Chibbaro wrote this historical fiction novel in diary form from Prudence's
point of view. Chibbaro’s
facts are very authentic;
the role women played
during that time, the investigation that Mr. Soper
conducted, the controversy
surrounding Mary Mallon,
and the emotions of Prudence as she figures out
who she is and what she

wants to do. The book focuses on science, because
it is Prudence’s passion,
and there are illustrations
throughout the book as if
Prudence herself was
drawing in her diary. This
book would be excellent
for young adults who want
to understand the discovery of diseases.
Reviewer: Pat Frade
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Historical
Fiction

Divergent by Veronica Roth
HarperCollins Publisher, 2011. ISBN 9780062024022. 487 pp.

Beatrice has tried all her
life to be the person society demands her to be.
Raised in post-apocalyptic
Chicago, she has had no
other choice: she is Abnegation, a person forced to
be fully selfless. However,
with her 16 birthday comes
the freedom to become
something else: peaceful
(Amity), intelligent
(Erudite), honest (Candor),
or fearless (Dauntless).
She can only choose one,
and must leave all other
choices, beliefs, and people behind. For everyone
else, a test helps guide
their decision, but Beatrice
is Divergent. That means
despite choosing Dauntless, she does not fit per-

fectly into any category,
like she should. When the
wrong people find out,
Beatrice becomes caught
in the middle of a war that
will destroy almost her
entire family, redefine the
factions, and force her to
risk everything to bring
back peace.
This creative and unique
adventure novel is Roth’s
first. Divergent looks at a
time when society has
deemed it safer to categorize citizens into very
tightly defined societal
groups (factions) based on
a single trait. This novel
has a lot of riveting action
and intrigue, as well as an
underlying romance. How-

ever a number of the fight
scenes would probably be
uncomfortably graphic for
younger (and even older)
readers and the pace of the
book feels rather jumpy.
The novel introduces readers to great new vocabulary words and is true to its
dystopian genre. Those
who enjoy the Hunger
Games trilogy by Suzanne
Collins are likely to enjoy
Divergent as well. Its sequel, Insurgent, will be
released in May 2012.
Reviewer: Lauren McMullan
Reading Level: Intermediate;
Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Dystopian
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Heist Society by Ally Carter
Disney/Hyperion Books, 2010. ISBN 9781423116394. 304 pp.

Fifteen-year-old Katarina
Bishop comes from a long
family history of thieves.
In hopes to rise above her
family roots, Katarina creates a new identity for herself. But a criminal overlord suspects Katarina’s
father in the thievery of
four of the overlord’s
paintings. To clear his
name and keep him from
being arrested, Katarina
tracks down the paintings
and finds them in the most
secure museum in the
world, the Henley.
Katarina creates a teenage
heist crew with the help of
her rich and charming
friend, W. W. Hale. Their
job is to steal the paintings

and return them to the
mobster. Katarina steals
the paintings back, but
cleverly uses them to help
get the criminal overlord
arrested by Interpol.
Carter’s story has the intelligence of The Italian Job,
the suspense of To Catch a
Thief, and the humor of
How to Steal a Million.
Carter attributes the creation of her story to actual
historical events. During
World War II, priceless
pieces of artwork were
stolen by Nazi forces from
many prestigious families
and museums. Many of
those pieces have not resurfaced since that time

period. In this story, the
four paintings owned by
the overlord are a part of
that tragic history and
Katarina feels that it is her
duty to help those paintings get returned to their
rightful owners. The story
is expertly crafted with
characters that are worth
reading about. A great read
for both teenagers and
adults.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Intermediate;
Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Adventure
Stories

Juniper Berry by M. P. Kozlowsky
Walden Pond Press, 2011. ISBN 9780061998690. 240 pp.

Since Juniper Berry’s parents became movie stars,
Juniper has been alone.
One day, Juniper notices
her parents entering the
forest at night. Juniper
follows and ends up at a
foreboding tree. Nearby
she meets Giles, who has
also followed his famous
parents to the tree. Together, Juniper and Giles
find a secret passageway to
the ghoul, Skeksyl. Skeksyl offers to help them
accomplish their dreams,
as he did with their parents. All they need to do is
blow into one balloon and
receive a balloon blown up
by Skeksyl. Juniper realizes that the balloons
blown up by their parents

have their souls inside and
Skeksyl is feeding on their
souls. Giles and Juniper
return, but use their time to
poison Skeksyl and find
the balloons filled by their
parents and others. Juniper
and Giles destroy Skeksyl
and escape with the filled
balloons. Both children
help their parents and others gain their souls again.
Kozlowsky’s debut novel
is a complex adventure
with foundational truths.
Kozlowsky showcases the
consequences of parents
caring more about their
careers than about their
children. Also, he shows
that finding the “easy way”
to accomplish dreams will

lead people to lose the better parts of themselves.
Younger readers might not
see these mature themes in
the book, but they would
still be able to identify
with the well-written characters of Juniper and Giles.
The book has some gruesome and bloody descriptions at times, so its readership would be appropriate for ages 10 and up.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Intermediate;
Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Fantasy Fiction
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Miss Mockingbird and the Proud Peacock by Deborah Anderson; illustrated by Jessica Crysallis
Apple i-Bookstore, Deborah E. Anderson Publishing, 2012. ISBN 9781610611947.

Miss Mockingbird and the
Proud Peacock is the first
e-book in Deborah Anderson’s delightful and brilliant children’s series, The
Adventures of Miss Mockingbird. The story begins
with Mr. Peacock becoming increasingly proud, due
to his handsome looks and
astounding skills, which
attract the attention of
many admirers. When he
tries to impress his date
with extravagant bragging,
Miss Peacock is not impressed. The insightful
Miss Mockingbird is a
wise observer and a gentle
teacher in the story. When
Mr. Peacock’s vanity over-

takes him and he spends
too much time in the sun, a
tragedy occurs, which ends
up being a blessing in disguise.
The humorous and clever
rhyme is reminiscent of the
style of Dr. Seuss. Crysallis’s masterful artwork
beautifully illustrates the
story with exquisite attention to details. Accompanying audio with music,
comical character voices
and sound effects bring the
story to life, making this
book a unique and classic
treasure. Miss Mockingbird
and the Proud Peacock
artfully teaches the value

of humility as it simultaneously entertains. Anderson
has earned Master degrees
in Creative Writing and
Theatre Arts and enjoys
teaching children of all
ages.
Reviewer: Roberta Adams
Reading Level: Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informative; Children’s

Shayla Witherood: A Half-Faerie Tale by Tamra Torero
Sweetwater Press, 2012. ISBN 9781599559636. 312 pp.

Shayla Witherwood is half
-faerie, half-human. For
most of her life, Shayla has
been raised and protected
by her human grandparents. Once Shayla turns
sixteen and her grandfather
passes away, her grandmother decides that Shayla
is ready to face the real
world by entering high
school. Shayla is able to
make friends quickly and
begins living a seminormal life, when she can
keep her faerie powers
under control. A new girl,
Nadia, starts school soon
after Shayla’s arrival.
Shayla finds out Nadia is a
half-faerie, half-witch and
her mission is to take

Shayla back to the faerie
kingdom, Tovalaurah, to
be killed by the faerie
queen. Shayla is able to
defeat the faerie queen and
return home to her newly
discovered father and to a
blooming relationship with
the most popular guy in
school.
Torero weaves together a
witty, realistic, wholesome, and heart-felt story
in Shayla Witherwood.
Even though Shayla has
not lived a “normal” lifestyle, readers can still identify with Shayla’s character and her responses to the
dilemmas she faces: making new friends, entering a
new school, dealing with

teachers, or having a crush.
This story, like Rick
Riordan’s Percy Jackson
series, is another great retelling and modernization
of a magical theme in literature. Shayla Witherwood: A Half-Faerie Tale
would be a great addition
to any home, school, or
public library. It is appropriate for readers ages
twelve and up.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Fantasy Fiction
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The Hunger Games by Susan Collins
Scholastic, 2009. ISBN 9780439023528. 374 pp.

In post-apocalyptic America, death is the byword of
the annually televised
Hunger Games. They are
the enduring punishment
the Capitol inflicts on its
twelve formerly rebellious
Districts to keep them subservient. One boy and one
girl from each district are
forced to participate in the
ultimate game of wits and
carnage to be the last one
alive. Katniss Everdeen
takes her sister’s place on
its sacrificial altar as one
of her district’s Tributes.
Thrown into a chaos of
politics, subterfuge, and
blood, she and a fellow
Tribute risk everything to
entertain spectators and to

eventually outsmart the
Capitol and survive the
Games.
The first book of the now
famous trilogy, The Hunger Games is a gripping
story that ensnares its audience through its simple
and forthright prose and
vivid character developments. The exterior and
inner conflicts between
and in characters cannot
help but build deeply moving connections with readers. However, oversimplification—especially regarding the novel’s technologies and peoples—
combined with the onslaught of its action lead to

occasional incoherence. Nevertheless, this
observation does not diminish the work’s ultimate
thrill and emotional impact. Moreover, this book
is an excellent sociopolitical commentary and
would easily fit in a high
school class discussion on
human nature, violence,
state corruption, and the
class system.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Fiction; Adventure
Stories; Science Fiction

Uncommon Criminals by Ally Carter
Disney/Hyperion Books, 2011. ISBN 9781423147954. 304 pp.

During Katarina Bishop’s
investigation into the mobster’s missing paintings,
the name Visily Romani
was at every corner. Visily
Romani is a renowned and
prestigious pseudonym
used by only the greatest
and most skillful thieves in
history to hide their true
identity. When an old
woman approaches
Katarina with Romani’s
business card, Katarina is
intrigued. The woman
wants Katarina to steal the
Cleopatra Emerald—
rumored to be cursed—
because it rightfully belongs to her family. With
Hale’s help, Katarina steals
the emerald and returns it
to the woman, except it
was the wrong woman.

Katarina was conned by a
past girlfriend of her two
twin great-uncles. Again,
with the help of her teenage crew, Katarina cons
one of the greatest female
con-artists to get the true
emerald back.
Carter creates another
amazing edge-of-your-seat
read. In this second book,
Katarina’s character becomes more complex and
intriguing. Since the first
book, Katarina is riding on
the successful Henley heist
by doing many dangerous
jobs on her own. But her
family and friends see that
she’s isolating herself from
others through her pride.
By making the jobs define
her, she is beginning to

lose her true self. This
book can create some great
discussion topics like what
really results from climbing the ladder of success or
making some activity or
thing completely define
you. Also, another discussion idea is comparing
Katarina’s character
against the character of
Margaret Gray. A great
read for teenagers and
adults.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Intermediate;
Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Adventure
Stories
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Balloonacy by Barry Kornhauser
Plays for Young Audiences, 2011. $65 per performance. 12 pp.

Balloonacy is a mostly non
-verbal play involving one
actor and a facilitator. An
old man, alone on his
birthday, makes friends
with a balloon that comes
to visit him. The old man
speaks no lines and the
facilitator has a few short
explanatory speeches that
are suggested in the script
though not given word for
word. The script offers
options to include audience
involvement with children’s suggestions for the
play and activities for them
to participate in.

Despite the lack of spoken
lines in this play, children
will doubtless be intrigued
and entranced. The “Mr.
Noodle” (Sesame Street)
like expressions and actions of the old man tell
the story perfectly, while
the physical, slapstick humor will hugely entertain
young children (and their
parents as well). The minor
set requirements and small
cast make this an ideal
touring show, as do the
included opportunities for
audience involvement.

Reviewer: Rebeca Wallin
Reading Level: Toddler;
Preschool; Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Plays; Humorous
Plays
Theme: Happiness and
friends can be found in
unlikely places
Production Requirements:
Minimalistic set suggesting a
room in a house; needs a door,
window, and chair; props are
few but require sturdy balloons filled with helium and
breath
Acts: 1
Run Time: 45 min.
Characters: 2
Cast: 1 male; 1 either
Time Period: Present Day

Prince Brat and the Whipping Boy by Sid Fleischman
Plays for Young Audiences, 2005. $85. 96 pp.

Based on the novel by the
same author, Prince Brat

and the Whipping Boy
follows the adventures of a
naughty prince and his
whipping boy, Jemmy—
who has been taken from
the streets to receive the
prince’s punishments. The
prince and Jemmy run
away together, and when
they are kidnapped it
takes Jemmy’s good sense
and daring to save them.
The prince learns to behave and to have respect
for others as he meets
several interesting characters along the way.

Page 10
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Children who love the
book will likely love this
adaptation. The adventure
and humor will keep
young children entertained and engaged and
the themes of acceptance
and friendship will please
adults and children. Characters such as the ballad
seller, the hot potato vendor, and a girl with a
trained bear help create
the feel of an authentic
medieval kingdom.
Though the songs’ lyrics
are not outstanding, the
musical numbers help to
move the story along and
also help with the humor

and ambiance of the show.
The extensive set and costume needs may make
touring this show difficult,
but imaginative solutions
could be found to make a
tour plausible.
Reviewer: Rebeca Wallin
Reading Level: Primary;
Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Adventure Plays;
Humorous Plays; Musicals
Theme: Friendship can be
found anywhere
Production Requirements:
Several locations and sets
required; sound for music/
singing; period costumes,
including bear costume.
Acts: 2
Run Time: 1 hr. 20 min.
Characters: 17 +
Cast: 8 male; 2 female
Time Period: Medieval
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Volume 2, no. 2

The Hunger Games by Susan Collins
Scholastic, 2009. ISBN 9780439023528. 374 pp.

In post-apocalyptic America, death is the byword of
the annually televised
Hunger Games. They are
the enduring punishment
the Capitol inflicts on its
twelve formerly rebellious
Districts to keep them subservient. One boy and one
girl from each district are
forced to participate in the
ultimate game of wits and
carnage to be the last one
alive. Katniss Everdeen
takes her sister’s place on
its sacrificial altar as one
of her district’s Tributes.
Thrown into a chaos of
politics, subterfuge, and
blood, she and a fellow
Tribute risk everything to
entertain spectators and to

eventually outsmart the
Capitol and survive the
Games.
The first book of the now
famous trilogy, The Hunger Games is a gripping
story that ensnares its audience through its simple
and forthright prose and
vivid character developments. The exterior and
inner conflicts between
and in characters cannot
help but build deeply moving connections with readers. However, oversimplification—especially regarding the novel’s technologies and peoples—
combined with the onslaught of its action lead to

occasional incoherence. Nevertheless, this
observation does not diminish the work’s ultimate
thrill and emotional impact. Moreover, this book
is an excellent sociopolitical commentary and
would easily fit in a high
school class discussion on
human nature, violence,
state corruption, and the
class system.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Fiction; Adventure
Stories; Science Fiction

Uncommon Criminals by Ally Carter
Disney/Hyperion Books, 2011. ISBN 9781423147954. 304 pp.

During Katarina Bishop’s
investigation into the mobster’s missing paintings,
the name Visily Romani
was at every corner. Visily
Romani is a renowned and
prestigious pseudonym
used by only the greatest
and most skillful thieves in
history to hide their true
identity. When an old
woman approaches
Katarina with Romani’s
business card, Katarina is
intrigued. The woman
wants Katarina to steal the
Cleopatra Emerald—
rumored to be cursed—
because it rightfully belongs to her family. With
Hale’s help, Katarina steals
the emerald and returns it
to the woman, except it
was the wrong woman.

Katarina was conned by a
past girlfriend of her two
twin great-uncles. Again,
with the help of her teenage crew, Katarina cons
one of the greatest female
con-artists to get the true
emerald back.
Carter creates another
amazing edge-of-your-seat
read. In this second book,
Katarina’s character becomes more complex and
intriguing. Since the first
book, Katarina is riding on
the successful Henley heist
by doing many dangerous
jobs on her own. But her
family and friends see that
she’s isolating herself from
others through her pride.
By making the jobs define
her, she is beginning to

lose her true self. This
book can create some great
discussion topics like what
really results from climbing the ladder of success or
making some activity or
thing completely define
you. Also, another discussion idea is comparing
Katarina’s character
against the character of
Margaret Gray. A great
read for teenagers and
adults.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Intermediate;
Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Adventure
Stories
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Job Smarts: How to Find Work or Start a Business, Manage Earnings, and More
Budgeting Smarts: How to Set Goals, Save Money, Spend Wisely, and More
By Sandy Donovan, from the Today Teen Wise Guides: Time, Money, Relationships series

Other books in
this series:

This review covers two titles from the Today Teen Wise Guides series, Job Smarts and
Budgeting Smarts. Other titles available in the series are Conflict Resolution Smarts,
Relationship Smarts, Scheduling Smarts, and Shopping Smarts. Each book is organized
in the same way, with an introduction, five chapters, and an epilogue. Each book also
includes a glossary, a selected bibliography, a short index, and a “further information”
section that lists some useful associations and publications for readers who would like
to learn more. Each chapter begins with the story of a teen facing a dilemma that the
reader might be facing. The sidebars feature short articles from USA Today. For example in Job Smarts, there is a USA Today article titled “Don’t Have a Job for Me? I’ll
Make My Own,” which encourages teens to start their own business. There are also
USA Today snapshot graphics to complement the text, like the one in Job Smarts titled
“Teens’ favorite entrepreneurs.”
The Job Smarts book is simple and easy to read. The text walks the reader through the
whole process of realizing the need for a job; organizing a schedule; preparing a resume, cover letter, and list of references; looking for a job; and so on. It has some excellent tips on interviewing, including ideas for dressing appropriately and many other
areas that might be unfamiliar to teens. For example, there is a short article about Facebook titled “Don’t Let Facebook Cost You a Job” that is eye-opening.
The introduction to Budgeting Smarts is titled “You’re the Boss,” and it presents the
idea of taking control of money and making it work for you. The book also covers
budgeting skills, saving goals, banking basics, spending wisely, and credit card advice.
The epilogue, titled “Use your Budget Power,” provides the reader with six tips to
budgeting including “money in must be equal to or greater than money out,” “setting
goals is the key to a budget that works,” and “be honest about your needs and your
wants,” just to name a few.
These are great books for teachers and librarians. They are simple, but they still cover
all the basics of budgeting and job seeking. The author, Sandy Donovan, is a prolific
writer of nonfiction books for young readers who knows how to connect with teens.
She uses a lighthearted, personal tone, and the books include full-color images, charts,
and boxes as well as stories that could be appealing to young readers. Recommended
for teachers and librarians looking to teach basic skills in job seeking and budgeting.

Review by Leticia Camacho, Management and Accounting Librarian at Brigham
Young University’s Harold B. Lee Library.
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About CBPR
The Children’s Book and Play Review (CBPR)
helps busy adults select quality reading materials
for classroom, library, and home use. CBPR reviews fiction, non-fiction, and plays written for
young people. Our reviewers are librarians, educators, parents, and children’s literature and theater
specialists. Booklists and finding aids assist in
locating books, plays, and websites that appeal to
young audiences. Articles explore issues and people in juvenile literature.
Established in 1980 as a joint effort of the Department of Teacher Education, the Department of
Theatre and Media Arts and the Harold B. Lee
Library of Brigham Young University, CBPR has
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is maintained by the Harold B. Lee Library.
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CBPR Reading Levels:
Toddler: Item will appeal to children up to age 2.
Preschool: Item will appeal to children between ages 3-5.
Primary: Item will appeal to children between ages 6-8.
Intermediate: Item will appeal to young people between ages 9-11.
Young Adult: Item will appeal to young people between ages 12-16.

CBPR Rating System:
Outstanding: Item possesses exceptional quality or merit and deserves special
recognition.
Excellent: Item possesses superior quality or merit and will find wide acceptance among the intended audience.

Editorial Staff
Editor in Chief:
Rachel Wadham
Managing Editor: Lauren Bangerter
Head Designer:
Lauren Bangerter

Dependable: Item is reliable in terms of literary/artistic quality or informational content. Recommended for libraries seeking additional materials in a
specific genre or subject. Recommended with conditions for theater classes or
groups.
Significant shortcomings: Item may have limited appeal for some readers/
audiences despite significant shortcomings.
Cannot recommend: Item may receive this rating for several reasons, including poor literary or artistic content, inaccurate information, or presentation of a
topic or content not appropriate for the intended audience.
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